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J:       PARTNERS AND COMPANIES 

 

1 Combined Authority Arrangements with the Local Enterprise 

Partnership (LEP) 

1.1 The Combined Authority and the LEP have developed a joint proposal for 
strategic alignment. The proposal contains no changes to the LEP Board’s 
role. It will continue to provide business and third sector insights to the 
Combined Authority and our local authorities, mainly through their 
participation in the board. The LEP Board, and in particular its chair, will 
continue also to provide a voice of LCR business to Central Government.  

 
1.2 Following the LEP review, the Combined Authority will act as accountable 

body for all the LEP Board’s activities (extending beyond its current role as 
accountable body for investing devolved funds) and to permit the LEP Board 
to acquire its legal personality (thus satisfying the review’s requirement for 
LEP boards to acquire a legal personality). The LEP Board will use the 
Combined Authority’s legal personality but continue to operate under its own 
constitution and therefore at a distance from the Combined Authority 
itself.  See link to LEP constitution 
https://www.liverpoollep.org/about-lep/lcr-governance/ 

 
1.3 The Combined Authority has assumed sole responsibility for all policy 

development (but will continue to seek the LEP Board’s advice in its 
development) and will manage all devolved growth funding. This focuses the 
LEP Company’s role, as follows: 

 

 Sector managers and their teams will continue to service the LEP 
Board and its sub-boards (the independent secretariat function in 
Government’s language) 

 The LEP Company will continue to deliver programmes of activity 
aimed at economic growth and sector management. The LEP 
Company’s role will be non-exclusive.  

 
1.4 The Combined Authority may choose to commission the LEP Company or 

another body to deliver its programmes. Likewise, the LEP Company will 
continue to deliver programmes for third parties like universities, as well as 
those identified as priorities by the LEP Board.  The LEP Company will 
become the “Growth Delivery Group.”  

 
1.5 The LEP Board will commission the Growth Delivery Group directly.  To 

commission directly, EU law requires that the Growth Delivery Group to be 
controlled by the commissioning party. Since the LEP Board is using the 
Combined Authority’s legal personality, the Combined Authority therefore 
holds majority control of the Growth Delivery Group. The Growth Delivery 
Group will continue to manage its funds independently, though it will raise 
programme funds externally and from the Strategic Investment Fund.  

 
 

https://www.liverpoollep.org/about-lep/lcr-governance/


The graphic below summarises the legal changes:- 

 


